Dear Harold, 


12/28/69 


I listened to that tape. I know of no "method" by the name she mentions. If she did read about 
it it was probably in something like TRUE. I have no doubt that boibh sides are attempting to 

Journal Of Experimental Research In Personality 


Editor: 

I. E. FARBER 
Department of Psychology 
University of Illinois 
Box 4348 

Chicago, Illinois 60680 


Associate Editor: 
BERTRAM D. COHEN 
Department of Psychology 
Rutgers University 
New Brunswick 
New Jersey 08903 


Associate Editor: 

DAVID T. LYKKEN 
Box 392, Mayo 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 55455 


Publishers: 

ACADEMIC PRESS, INC. 
1 1 1 Fifth Avenue 
New York 
New York 10003 


develope mind control methods and that they will eventually succeed, but at present I know of 
only one such approach which might work: long-term hypnotic training with an exceptionally good 
subject. It is possible but would be impossible to prove unless someone up top confessed. It 
could apply to the Sirhan thing, but that would not tell you who did it. It would not surprise 
me in the least if Sirhan was a Manchurian candidate of sorts for some force within our govern- 
ment. The fact that he allegedly hypnotized himself in no way detracts from this theory, because 
if he did hypnotize himself then it strongly supports such a possibility#. What laymen don't 
realize is that a good hypnotist who is trying to treat a problem, etc., teaches the patient to 
hypnotize himself. It is a teabher student relationship. So if Sirhan did hypnotize himself, 
and of that I am not yet convinced, then it would be rel event to know when and how he learned 
how to do it. I think that the woman is a nut, but that doesn't invalidate any of her info. It 
was a group of absolute nuts, some religious sect out here, which told me of Jackie's going to 
Onassis' Island years before she married him--but, the interpretation they placed on it, namely 
that JFK was living as a begetable on that Island, caused me to reject the whole thing. Wb&l , 
their info was right, their interpretation wrong. She does strike me, however, as someone who 
is a real time waster. I was interested in the Year of the Rat business and the stuff about the 
man in Calif— Dowry or Slade, Slay? How did she come buy such info, or better yet, how could she 
have come by such info. 


On the subject of the blacks and Coup, I have no doubt that Hal is right that the radical blacks 
would not be interested. But what about the SCLC types and Abernathy. It would seem that if 
you could get inside to them, they would love it because it would be an opportunity for them to 
assert their value to the blacks. In other words, it would seem that such a book is just what 
they need for an issue to focus spotlight on themselves and away from the Panthers. They could 
really exploit it. Do you have any contacts with either Abernathy or Jesse Jackson? 

Ball's letter is an encouraging one, especially given the wording. I think that he may be 
correct in not having defamed you directly and I have heard that he said that he thought you 
were honest but wrong. If he decides to come across and be honest, and is more concerned about 
the truth than about being afraid of it, then some other avenues may open up through contact 
with him specifically. If you can just get one Commission attorney going, then it can lead 
to others. But, more important. Ball holds a very prestigious position in the state in which 
Sirhan was tried in an incredible fashion. 


I got a very short letter from Vince. As with the last one, it was unusually short and from 
it I assume that he is still down in the dumps. 

Am starting the Coup add today and will send corrections as soon as possible. 

The Nichols thing startled me. I assume that he refers to that copy of the autopsy you got 
with the Burkley note on it which you showed me two years ago. I have never mentioned it to 
John in a letter and am certain I never did so in person because vie did not discuss your work, 
save for my assuring him that you would not use anything he gave you and asked to be kept secret, 
Most of the time was spent touring Kansas City and discussing his work, which he did hurreddly 
so I had trouble keeping track of it, and with him continually telling me that it was copywrittei 
etc. IH wouldn't worry about this particular item in one respect, however, and that is that his 
whole writing idea (article in LOOK and then a book) will follow, by necessity, his court suit, 
and therefore yours should be out much in advance. I sincerely doubt that he made a discovery 
indepdedently of that since he would have no reason to be reordering it. In other words, it 
would have been one of the first documents for him to get and one of the ones he would never havi 
had reason# to reorder. I suspect that he learned of it from Post Mortem. The wording of his 
letter, which is reminiscent of some of his conversation when I was in Kansas City, I find dis- 


Curbing for a reason which is very hard to verbalize. Basically, for some reason I feel that he 
,is out to get as much from everyone as he can. In this case I assume that it came from PM since 
/ I know that you lent him that and much more. Maybe even he's forgotten where he fisst got the 
• idea. I would just forget it and keep working. You will be into print years before he will 
/ with any luck at all. 

1 

By the way, how is John's suit going. I haven't heard a thing. He should be in court by now. 


Who is Stan? I don't know of him. 


I have a copy of Coup D'E#tat in paperback. That is its exact title. It is both hardbound 
and paperback and is a model plan for taking over a country. 

You and Lil should get a package from me which I sent yesterday by first class mail. Tell me 
if it does not arrive. 


Best wishes to you and Lil for the coming year. 




/ 
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